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WASHINGTON “ Congressman John W. Olver (D - 1st District) announced                today his strong support for the 1999 Unified Agenda which he said                will address the real problems affecting Americans, both young and                old. In the Library of Congress building this morning, Rep. Olver                joined President Clinton, Vice President Gore, House Democratic                Leader Dick Gephardt and Senate Democratic Leader Tom Daschle in                announcing the agenda.              

œThis agenda addresses the real concerns that affect families in                my district every day: preparing for retirement, educating our children,                and having access to quality, affordable health care.              

œWith the recent budget surplus we now have the opportunity to                address some of the greatest challenges in the future.              

œNow is the time to make the choice between long-term solutions                and short-term quick fixes. We must look ahead to the future and                create a strong economic and social foundation for our children,”                 Olver said.              

The primary focus of the agenda includes: 
                              

    -   Investing the Surplus: To save Social Security and Medicare                  and Pay Down the Debt. By balancing the budget ahead of schedule,                  we will be able to pay down the debt and pay for every proposal                  in the agenda while reserving the surplus until we strengthen                  Social Security and Medicare.

    -   Modernize Public Schools: We will continue our push to reduce                  average class size to 18 students per classroom for the first                  through third grades, and modernize public schools for the 21st                  century.

    -   Establishing a Patients Bill of Rights: We will assure patients                  high quality health care by guaranteeing important protections                  such as access to the specialist they need, coverage for emergency                  services, an internal and external appeals process, confidentiality,                  and patient participation in medical decisions.

    -   Targeted Tax Cuts for Retirement Savings, Child Care, and Long-term                  Care.  We will target tax cuts to help working families save                  for retirement, provide quality day care for their children, and                  help them take care of older family members.
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